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1650 Lazelle Street
Sturgis, SD 57785

Now Open
YEAR ROUND!

Over 40 years of V-Twin motorcycle expertise and the largest
aftermarket parts and accessories selection in one place.
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YOUR BOSS’S RETIREMENT PARTY

Protect your escape with Progressive.
Progressive knows that the best part of any event is leaving on your bike.

That’s why we offer comprehensive and collision coverage for your bike andmore.
See if you could save by switching to America’s #1 motorcycle insurer.
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Holy smokes! Last year 
was the Buffalo Chip’s 
40th anniversary. It 
was a big moment 
that had us looking 

back, reflecting on the good times and 
the thousands of fun-loving people 
that call this place home each August, 
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Holy smokes! Last year 
was the Buffalo Chip’s 
40th anniversary. It 
was a big moment 
that had us looking 

back, reflecting on the good times and 
the thousands of fun-loving people 
that call this place home each August, 

and on just how far we’ve all come. 
This year, we turn the focus from 

looking back, to looking forward. This 
year has seen exciting upgrades to 
Buffalo Chip properties and its event 
schedule. From resurfaced roads to 
new bars, new events and new and 
stronger industry alliances, we are 

thrilled to have everyone back to share 
new experiences with friends old and 
new at the Best Party Anywhere®.

Cheers to old friends and new 
friends, and all the good times ahead. 
And may you, 

Ride Free and Take Risks,
Woody

Disclaimer 
The Buffalo Chip Gazette® and Sturgis Rider News® neither endorses nor warrants the prod-

ucts or services of advertisers, nor does it warrant the completeness or accuracy of the data 
provided herein. Views expressed are not necessarily those of the publishers, advertisers, edi-
tors, contributors, or their agents

The Buffalo Chip Gazette® and Sturgis Rider News® are trademarks owned by Rod Woodruff. 
Reproduction or transmission of content herein, in whole or part, without expressed written 
consent is not permitted
PRINTED IN THE USA.
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Sturgis Buffalo Chip
Rapid City Journal
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Kent Bush
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Cody Ertman
Josh George

Advertising and Sales
Sturgis Buffalo Chip
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Rapid City Journal

Printer
Rapid City Journal

Circulation
The Buffalo Chip Gazette® and 

Sturgis Rider News® is published 
once during the Sturgis Rally. 

[NUMBER] of copies are distrib-
uted to subscribers of the Rapid 

City Journal, at the Sturgis Buffa-
lo Chip and at multiple locations 

in the Black Hills.

Rapid City Journal Edition

Sturgis Buffalo Chip� Gazette�

Welcome to the Sturgis Buffalo Chip
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MONSTERENERGY.COM

PROUD SPONSOR OF
THE BUFFALO CHIPPROUD SPONSOR OF
THE BUFFALO CHIP

.COMMONSTERENERGYMONSTERENERGY.COM
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Constant and Never-Ending Improvement
Giddy up! The completely 
redecorated Top Shelf Bar 
gives a classy, Western 
vibe. The bar was built 
by Ron Meyers, the same 
craftsman who built the 
Big Engine Bar at the 
free-access Buffalo Chip 
CrossRoads. Purchasing a 
Top Shelf VIP concert up-
grade will give you access 
to this exclusive oasis as 
well as the best concert 
viewing in the joint.

New events! The Sturgis Buffalo Chip has added even more events to the lineup in 2022 including Gunfest (Aug. 5 – 7), the Wango Tango Custom Goldwing Show 
(Aug. 6), Billy Lane’s Cool Hand Speedco Antique Hangout (Aug.11), Triumph Tuesday (Aug.9), Rodeo Games presented by Easyriders Magazine (Aug. 8 – 13) and 
more.

Please see Constant, Page 9

By Cody Ertman
Photos by Brad Schneck, Josh George & Aaron Packard 

Back before the Sturgis Buffalo Chip was a 
world-renowned entertainment venue and 
campground, it was a literal keg party in a field.

What started as only three strands of barbed 
wire and some cows in 1981 has transformed 

into the largest music and motorcycle festival in the world 
with 600+ acres, 25 bars, multiple entertainment stages, daily 
bike shows, races and nine nights of the best entertainment 
at the Sturgis Rally. As you can imagine, all of it didn’t just 
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Giddy up! The completely 
redecorated Top Shelf Bar 
gives a classy, Western 
vibe. The bar was built 
by Ron Meyers, the same 
craftsman who built the 
Big Engine Bar at the 
free-access Buffalo Chip 
CrossRoads. Purchasing a 
Top Shelf VIP concert up-
grade will give you access 
to this exclusive oasis as 
well as the best concert 
viewing in the joint.

Going with the Flo! The Sturgis Buffalo Chip has a new presenting sponsor – 
Progressive Insurance. The long-term alliance with Progressive brings a high level 
of customer experience to the property, as well as many physical improvements, 
including a brand-new lit-up stage sculpture. 

Another improvement to the campground this year is the addition of the Buffalo 
Chip’s new Chief Operations Officer, Robert Pandya. While Robert may be new 
to this position at the Buffalo Chip, he is certainly not a new face around the 
property. Robert has been coming to and working with the Buffalo Chip for over 
a decade, representing brands like Indian Motorcycle, Victory Motorcycles and 
more.

For quite obvious and literal reasons, the Upper Steel Bar in the amphitheater 
has been renamed the Big Guitar Bar. This one-ton, 23-foot tribute to heavy 
metal was artfully sculpted by Wilson Restrepo of Gillette, Wyoming. Read more 
about the big guitar on [Page 33 of Big Guitar Story]

CONSTANT
From Page 8

happen overnight.
“Years ago, a good friend of the 

Buffalo Chip and a very successful 
man, C.B. Sullivan, shared with 
me his philosophy of Constant and 
Never-Ending Improvement,” said 

Rod Woodruff, president of the 
Sturgis Buffalo Chip. “This is what 
we strive for at the Chip. We seek 
to constantly improve the property 
and the experience for our custom-
ers because they deserve it. This is 
where people come to smile and 

Please see Constant, Page 10
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Resurfaced roads! You’ll experience a smoother ride throughout the Buffalo Chip. This spring, roads through-
out the campground were resurfaced and resealed. 

forget the troubles of life for a while, and we love 
to do whatever we can to make that happen!”

The Buffalo Chip has come a long way from 
humble beginnings, but it is never complete. Al-
ways looking to expand and improve to provide 
the best experience possible for their guests, the 
Sturgis Buffalo Chip went all out on the upgrades 
and additions this year. 

See all this new stuff and more for yourself Aug. 
5 – 14. Passes are on sale at BuffaloChip.com.

CONSTANT
From Page 9
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www.conti-moto.com

The ContiRoadAttack 4’s outstanding features are:
superb grip in wet and dry conditions, great mileage and agile handling.
Additional to these sport touring metrics, the ContiRoadAttack 4 also offers
new levels of pure sporting ability, expanding the envelope as formerly
occupied by dedicated sports tires. We welcome you to experience
our Hyper-Touring Tire.

Whatever your bike, and whatever your riding style,
the ContiRoadAttack 4 is the Hyper-Touring Tire to match them both.

The Hyper-Touring Tire.

NEW
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RIDE A HOG,
DON’T SMELL
LIKE ONE.
Ultimate Odor Remover
• RVs, Campers & Cabins
• Trucks & Cars
• Boats & Marine
• Hunting

No Mess or Clean Up!

www.deadscent.com

Official Odor Remover
at the Sturgis Buffalo Chip

ONE.
Remover
Cabins
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Why Choose Us?
WE ARE AMERICAS PRE-OWNED
HARLEY & INDIAN LEASE EXPERTS
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THE LARGEST
CUSTOM MOTORCYCLE

SHOW IN EUROPE
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By Josh George
Photos by Sturgis Buffalo Chip

The amazing musicians who have performed at the Sturgis Buffalo 
Chip are a huge reason why the venue’s annual motorcycle and 
music festival is known amongst fans as the Best Party Anywhere®. 
For more than 40 years, world-class performers have come togeth-
er and create the perfect end to the perfect days. 

Every band that comes to the Chip brings their own life and flavor to the par-
ty, and as the Chip gears up to host another legendary concert lineup, it’s fun to 
take a look back at some of the biggest names fans have partied with through-
out the years and share some fun facts along the way.

The full 2022 concert lineup can be viewed at BuffaloChip.com/BANDS. 

The Biggest Bands on South Dakota’s 
Biggest Stage

If Cher “Could Turn Back Time”, she’d want to come back to the Chip where she 
got up on stage in front of partygoers in 2000…And where she flipped off the 
crowd….

Please see Bands, Page  20 & 21

“Dreams” came true when Stevie Nicks hit the main stage in 2011. 
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Weird Al Yankovic… yeah. It was a weird night…but 
that’s the idea.

No matter the time of year, “School’s Out” when Alice 
Cooper is on stage.

Friday, Aug. 5
Quiet Riot
Judd Hoos
Big Skillet

Saturday, Aug. 6
Art of Rap

Buckcherry
Big Skillet

Sunday, Aug. 7
Lynyrd Skynyrd

Bush 
Devon Worley Band

Monday, Aug. 8
Rob Zombie

Lita Ford
Foundry

Tuesday, Aug. 9
Papa Roach

Falling In Reverse
Hollywood Undead

Bad Wolves

Wednesday, Aug. 10
Travis Tritt

Aaron Lewis and the Stateliners
Williams and Ree

Thursday, Aug. 11
Jon Pardi

Williams and Ree

Friday, Aug. 12
Pop Evil

Puddle of Mudd
Zillion

Saturday, Aug. 13
Back in Black

Blacklite District

BANDS
From Page 19

2022 Sturgis Buffalo Chip Music Lineup

Foreigner is always Chip's favorite “Jukebox Hero”. In 
2018, Foreigner held a rare reunion concert with all 
original members on stage at the Buffalo Chip. And 
when Foreigner comes rockin’ so do the ladies from 
the Miss Buffalo Chip Pageant.

Before Sheryl Crow became a prominent solo artist 
playing large festivals and venues like The Best Party 
Anywhere, she landed multiple gigs as a backup 
singer for Michael Jackson, George Harrison, and 
Rod Stewart. 
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ZZ Top always showing up as “Sharp Dressed Men” 
Rest in Peace to Dusty Hill, a true Southern rock 
legend.

Just like the Buffalo Chip, John Kay of Steppenwolf 
was “Born to be Wild”.

Steven Tyler of Aerosmith is anything but the “Same 
Song and Dance”. This photo was taken minutes be-
fore Tyler took a tumble off the front of the Wolfman 
Jack Stage. 

Kid Rock had you rockin out “All Summer Long”. Cheech and Chong always had us “rolling” laughing.

Name a better duo…We’ll wait. 

Lynyrd Skynyrd’s powerful performances leave you 
feeling “Free as a Bird”. Catch the self-proclaimed 
Buffalo Chip House Band live on Aug. 7 at the Chip.

Willie Nelson and his guitar Trigger always want to be 
“On the Road Again” if it means coming back to the 
Chip. John Fogerty “Centerfield” on the Buffalo Chip Stage.
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Sturgis-
LiveStream.
com is 
where you 
can access 
10 days 
of rally 
content 
courtesy 
of Classic 
Easyriders 
Magazine 
and Ryde 
TV.

By Cody Ertman
Photos by Sturgis Buffalo Chip

The acronym F.O.M.O may be a cou-
ple years past the hip lingo stage, 
yet it’s become very relevant again 
in 2022. Fear of Missing Out may 
have led you to push past bound-

aries, do something crazy or be spontaneous in 
the past, but now, for possibly the first time ever, 
it only requires you to pull up your screen. 

Whether you can’t make it to the rally, or you’re 
here and stuck between two must-see events, 
you’re covered. The digital overlords have blessed 
us with two ways to experience The Best Party 
Anywhere® live, right from your home or camp-
site.

Option 1 - Stream 10 days of live rally action 
streamed right to your phone, tablet, computer or 
TV with Classic Easyriders Magazine and Ryde 
TV’s Sturgis Buffalo Chip 2022 Live. This pay-
per-view service will allow you to watch activi-

ties like the Legends Ride, stunt shows, custom 
bike shows, bikini beach games and more at the 
Best Party Anywhere as they’re happening, and 
rewatch later as many times as you like. 

Option 2 - If you want to catch the action on 
the Wolfman Jack Main Stage, check out Buffalo 
Chip Live on YouTube. This streaming option 
offers something no one else can bring you-- full 
rounds of Miss Buffalo Chip and participating 
bands live from the main stage each night. It’s 

Buffalo Chip Live Streaming

Please see Chip, Page  23 & 24

TRULY® HARD
SELTZER

PROUDLY SERVED AT
THE BUFFALO CHIP

See party shenanigans, custom bike shows, award ceremonies, races, hill 
climbs, Easyriders Rodeo and much more at SturgisLiveStream.com 

Anyone can 
catch full 
rounds of 
the Miss 
Buffalo 
Chip Pag-
eant live on 
YouTube.
com/Stur-
gisBuffalo-
Chip
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Ryde TV will 
have multiple 
camera crews 
bringing you 
live looks 
from rally 
hot-spots like 
the Sturgis 
Buffalo Chip, 
historic Dead-
wood, Mount 
Rushmore, 
Black Hills 
Harley-David-
son, Sturgis 
Main Street 
and more.

TRULY® HARD
SELTZER

PROUDLY SERVED AT
THE BUFFALO CHIP
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absolutely free at YouTube.com/St-
urgisBuffaloChip.

“Of course, we want to see all 
riders bring their smiling faces 
right here to the Buffalo Chip,” said 
Sturgis Buffalo Chip President, Rod 
Woodruff. “But we know everyone 

can’t come every year, so these are 
great opportunities to catch the par-
ty wherever you are or catch parts 
of the party you may have missed 
while here.” 

In person or online, no matter 
which way you slice it, you can 
catch the action from the Best Party 
Anywhere.

CHIP
From Page 22

Stream live performances from your favorite participating artists through the Sturgis Buffalo Chip YouTube channel. See bands like Big Skillet, Devon Worley Band, 
Foundry, Blacklite District and more. 
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YOUR COWORKER’S IMPROV SHOW

Protect your escape with Progressive.
Progressive knows that the best part of any event is leaving on your bike.

That’s why we offer comprehensive and collision coverage for your bike andmore.
See if you could save by switching to America’s #1 motorcycle insurer.
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WE BUY
HARLEYS

WEPAY TOP DOLLAR FOR QUALITY
PRE-OWNED HARLEY® MOTORCYCLESEVERYTHING

HARLEY-DAVIDSON®

BLACKHILLSHD.COMI-90 EXIT55•RAPID CITY,SD

100+ INDUSTRY LEADING VENDORS& MANUFACTURERS

ON-SITEPARTS& ACCESSORIES
INSTALLATION

UP TO 50% OFFGENUINE
LICENSED HARLEY-DAVIDSON®
APPAREL

2022HARLEY-DAVIDSON®
MODELSIN STOCK

AUTHORIZED HARLEY-DAVIDSON®
FACTORY TRAINED TECHNICIANS

SCAN QR CODE TO SEE

2022
VENDORS

LIST
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WE BUY
HARLEYS
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PRE-OWNED HARLEY® MOTORCYCLESEVERYTHING

HARLEY-DAVIDSON®

BLACKHILLSHD.COMI-90 EXIT55•RAPID CITY,SD

100+ INDUSTRY LEADING VENDORS& MANUFACTURERS

ON-SITEPARTS& ACCESSORIES
INSTALLATION

UP TO 50% OFFGENUINE
LICENSED HARLEY-DAVIDSON®
APPAREL

2022HARLEY-DAVIDSON®
MODELSIN STOCK

AUTHORIZED HARLEY-DAVIDSON®
FACTORY TRAINED TECHNICIANS

SCAN QR CODE TO SEE

2022
VENDORS

LIST



30 | AUGUST 2022 BUFFALO CHIP GAZETTE



BUFFALO CHIP GAZETTE AUGUST 2022 | 31

WE MAKE BUYING SILENCERS SIMPLE.WE MAKE BUYING SILENCERS SIMPLE.WE MAKE BUYING SILENCERS SIMPLE.
We make it easy to own a silencer. Not only do we manage the entire process for you, we offer a free

NFA Gun Trust and an interest-free payment plan. We’ll even ship right to your door.

It used to be hard to get a suppressor. We make it simple.

BUY DURING THE RALLY!
find us at the Crossroads,
Amphitheater and even GunFest!
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Massive Guitar Finds Home at the 
Sturgis Buffalo Chip

By Cody Ertman
Photos by Brad Schneck and Josh 
George

Rock ‘n’ roll is so much 
more than music. It’s 
an attitude, a lifestyle, 
an adjective used to 
describe the coolest of 

nouns. 

You know what’s rock ‘n’ roll on all 
fronts? Using your passion for rock 
and heavy metal to build a huge 
metal guitar statue, then putting 
it on display at the Largest Music 
Festival in Motorcycling®.

Enter artist Wilson Restrepro.
Saying Restrepo “loves music” 

would be a serious understatement. 
While most people say they “love 

music,” not many have a record 
collection of over 2000 albums or 
dig music so much that they spend a 
year crafting a beautiful 23-foot-tall, 
one-ton replica of a B.C. Rich guitar.

Restrepo, with the help of his son 
Pedro, handcrafted the ginormous 
tribute to rock ‘n’ roll from steel 
and stainless steel in their free time. 
Working on and off for almost a year, 

they built this beauty with the hopes 
of motivating those who see it.

“My dad wanted it to inspire peo-
ple, so when people see the guitar 
standing, they will be inspired to 
love music like he does,” said Re-
strepo’s son, Pedro. 

Upon completion, the future of 
the guitar was unclear. The original 

Please see Guitar, Page  34 & 35
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plan for the statue to be put on display in Gil-
lette, WY, where Restrepo lives, fell through. This 
father and son team were not worried though. 
They had another, more fitting place in mind for 
the larger-than-life steel axe.

“The first place we thought of was the Buffalo 
Chip,” said Pedro. “It’s the place where people 
from all over the country come to enjoy music. 
It’s the best place for the guitar.”

Pedro and his father have spent many nights 
rocking out at the Sturgis Buffalo Chip, so they 
were quite familiar with the venue’s larger-than-
life persona and the rock ‘n’ roll lifestyle of its 
patrons. It was a match made in heavy-met-
al-heaven.

“It doesn’t get cooler than looking up and 
seeing a one-ton guitar towering over the Buffalo 
Chip amphitheater,” said Rod Woodruff, presi-
dent of the Sturgis Buffalo Chip. “Wilson and Pe-
dro created something incredible for music-lov-
ers who come here every year. I expect we’ll see 
person after person stepping up to get their photo 
taken with this wonderful piece of art.”

The guitar was placed at the elevated Upper 
Steel Bar at the west end of the Buffalo Chip 
Amphitheater in early July 2022. Because of the 
newest resident, the Upper Steel Bar has now 
been aptly renamed – Big Guitar Bar.

To inspire music lovers at the Buffalo Chip in 
the grandest possible way, the epic piece of heavy 
metal excellence will be unveiled Monday, Aug. 8 
before the evening performance from Lita Ford, 
who is known for playing the same model of gui-
tar that Restrepo based his work of art on.

Now that’s rock ‘n’ roll.

GUITAR
From Page 33



36 | AUGUST 2022 BUFFALO CHIP GAZETTE

The Sturgis Motorcycle Museum & Hall of Fame’s
mission is to collect, preserve, and interpret the
history of motorcycling, honor those who have made a
significant impact on the sport and lifestyle, and to pay
tribute to the history of the Sturgis Motorcycle Rally.

e are a non-profit member-donor supported museum.
Our facility is a unique destination, a prominent Black
Hills attraction showcasing vintage motorcycles,
tifacts and memorabilia.

We are a non-profit member-donor suppor
Our facility is a unique destination,
Hills attraction showcasing vintage motorcycles,
artifacts and memorabilia.

999 Main Street

SturgiS, SD 57785
at the Corner of Main & JunCtion
(605) 347-2001
sturgismuseum.com
@stugismotorcyclemuseum • info@sturgismuseum.com

Open Daily
Summer Hours: 9AM—5PM
Rally Hours: 9AM—6PM
Winter Hours: 10AM—4PM

Admission
1 Person: $10 + tax
2 People: $15 + tax
5 People: $30 + tax
Military Admission: $5 + tax
Seniors (62+) receive $1 discount
Children 17 & under FREE with adult admission
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THE LOCALS’ CHOICE
for GAMING, DINING, LODGING

NOWOPEN!

DEADWOOD'S LARGEST GUEST PARKING

1-877-393-5634 DEADWOODLODGE.COM 100 PINE CREST LANE, DEADWOOD SD 57732
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Building Buffalo Chip Family History 

Please see Buffalo, Page 39

By Cody Ertman
Photos by Sturgis Buffalo Chip & Marilyn Stemp

The old saying that “you don’t get to 
pick your family” is a bunch of B.S. 
Just ask Zach Lenning of Angry 1 
Garage. 

This custom motorcycle builder 
from Tea, SD has an intense passion for family, 
both for blood relatives and for the chosen family 
he has found at his home away from home––the 
Sturgis Buffalo Chip. This passion led Zach to 

build two custom tribute motorcycles for the 
Chip in the last two years, as well as a host of cus-
tom Strider bikes, all without being asked. 

Spending shop money on projects that aren’t 
under contract would probably seem like a wild 
business decision for most builders, but not to 
Zach. In the case of these bikes, there was no 
hiring, sponsorship or contract, just a man with 
a passion for building bikes and honoring the 
Buffalo Chip. Zach and his crew chose to build 
the only two Buffalo Chip tribute bikes ever built, 
which makes them important parts of Buffalo 

Chip history. Why?
“I’ve done my own commitment because I love 

the Buffalo Chip,” said Lenning. “I have taken ev-
ery part of me and my shop to bring my designs 
to the Chip to add more attraction. They gave me 
a platform and never asked me to do anything. 
It’s honestly like having one big family.”

Zach had been doing the Sturgis thing for a 
long time. He tried out different campgrounds 
and venues until he came out to the Buffalo Chip 
a decade ago and found his forever rally home. 
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Building Buffalo Chip Family History 

BUFFALO
From Page 38

The airbrushing incorporated some amazing moments, sights and personalities 
from the Buffalo Chip including the bikini bike wash, the iconic Chip sign, con-
certs and the face of The Best Party Anywhere itself, Rod Woodruff.

Zach estimates the value of the engine alone at $55,000 and credits a lot of 
people with its creation. Most of the body parts on the bobber are antiques or 
one-offs aged to give the bike that antique-South-Dakota-barn-find look.

Please see Buffalo, Page 40

Ever since, he has considered the Buffalo Chip 
family, his family, and inspiration in doing what 
he loves for a place he loves. 

“If you can dream it, you can do it” is not just 
some cheesy motivational poster for Zach; it’s 
how he operates his business. Inspiration for all 
his builds starts with a dream. So, when the first 
Chip bike came to him in a dream in 2020, he 
knew he had to build it, even though it was only 
three weeks until the rally.

He made a quick call over to the Buffalo Chip 
to see if it was alright to use the Chip logo, and 
the build was off and running.

Working around the clock, Zach and the rest 
of his shop outfitted a stock 2020 Road Glide 
with all the aftermarket parts they could get their 
hands on amid pandemic delays. With only one 
week remaining till Sturgis, the talented Mickey 
Harris gave the bike the ultimate airbrush treat-
ment.

The masterpiece Road Glide debuted at the 
39th annual Buffalo Chip festival. The energy and 
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BUFFALO
From Page 39

excitement surrounding this bike strengthened the ties 
between Angry 1 Garage and the Buffalo Chip, which led 
Zach to decide immediately that he would build another 
tribute for the Buffalo Chip’s 40th anniversary in 2021.

This time around, Zach wanted something that 
screamed “history.” He didn’t want a modern big-wheel 
bagger or something futuristic; he wanted classic styling 
and something so unique that people walking by would 
do a triple-take. After an original try on a 2021 Fatboy 
frame that just didn’t work out, Zach and his crew landed 
on a ridged hardtail bobber frame, and they built the 
classic stylings around it.

The focal point of the Chip bobber is the engine. Built 
from custom fabricated and rare antique Harley parts, 
the engine features a 1930s carb, old-school open Crock-
er tops and a set of heads so rare that they’re likely the 
only ones of their kind left in existence.

On display side by side in the Buffalo Chip’s Big Engine 
Bar, the two Chip bikes awed tens of thousands of visitors 
during the venue’s 40th anniversary. After some more time 
on display, the bikes were auctioned off at the world-fa-
mous Mecum Las Vegas in January 2022. But that isn’t the 
end of the Zach Lenning/Buffalo Chip Story. Word has 
it the Zach has something huge planned to unveil at the 
Chip for 2023.

You can’t always choose your family, unless you’re one 
of the tens of thousands of people who call the Chip 
home every August like Zach. Then you most certainly 
can. See more of Zach’s work at Angry1Garage.com
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DEMO A TRIUMPH AT THE CROSSROADS
Triumph Motorcycles will have a full fleet of MY23 motorcycles available for
demo at the Crossroads at the Sturgis Buffalo Chip. Stop by with full gear to
demo a new Triumph, including the 2500cc Rocket 3 R and Rocket 3 GT.

RIDE THE
ROCKET 3.

WE BET
YOU’LL LOVE IT.
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OfficialWhiskey of
Sturgis Buffalo Chip

Don’t be a damn fool. Measure & drink responsibly.
©2022 Fistful of Bourbon, 45% Alc./Vol. William Grant & Sons, Inc., New York, NY



BUFFALO CHIP GAZETTE AUGUST 2022 | 43

Available at whitesboots.com

Max Schaaf 4Q x
White’s Engineer
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SAILOR JERRY
SPICED RUM
92 PROOF.
BOLD & SMOOTH
AS HELL.

RESPECT HIS LEGACY. DRINK SAIILOR JERRY RESPONSIBLY.
©2022 Sailor Jerry Rum, 46% Alc./Vol. William Grant & Sons, Inc., New York, NY
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AVAILABLE AT THE

*Limited time offer while supplies last. $40 installation
fee required at the Buffalo Chip Garage.

FREE
YUASA
BATTERY!

Experience Premium Power

*

yuasabatteries.com
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The Grandaddy Rat of the Buffalo 
Chip Custom Series Turns 50

By Cody Ertman
Photos by Sturgis Buffalo Chip

The Buffalo Chip 
Custom Series 
always brings the 
best of the best 
builders and show 

promoters to the Sturgis Rally 
for a celebration of two-wheel 
customization. This year is no 
different, but it is highlighted by 
a golden anniversary. The Rat’s 
Hole Custom Bike Shows turns 
50. 

Started in 1972 by “Big Daddy 
Rat” Karl Smith during Daytona 
Bike Week, the chopper show 
quickly gained a reputation 
as the most prestigious in the 
world. A few years later, Karl 
expanded the show to include 
stops in Sturgis, Essen Germa-
ny and other European sites. 
Following Karl’s death in 2002, 
his son Ted Smith took up the 
mantle and continued to provide 
the high level of quality the mo-
torcycle industry had come to 
expect from these bike shows.

“There had been bike shows 
before ’72, but there was never 
an organized and professional 
outdoor show,” said Ted Smith. 
“So my dad decided he was 
going to make the best outdoor 
show he could, and it was a huge 
hit.”

Rat’s Hole may have already 
celebrated its 50th anniversary 
earlier this year at Daytona Bike 

Week in March, but another 
huge milestone accompanies the 
show’s stop at the Sturgis Buf-
falo Chip. 2022 marks the Rat’s 
Hole’s 34th year at the Sturgis 
Rally. 

“The contributions that the 
Rat’s Hole Shows made on the 
custom and chopper culture for 
decades is immeasurable,” said 
Rod Woodruff, president of the 
Sturgis Buffalo Chip, where the 
show now resides. “Fifty consec-
utive years is a huge milestone, 
and we extend our most heart-
felt congratulations to Ted and 
his team.”

“It’s been a great life and a 
great time,” said Smith. “It’s been 
fun to see how much the indus-
try has changed and I’m looking 
forward to see what comes next.”

The 2022 Rat’s Hole Custom 
Bike Show is Thursday, Aug. 11 
at the Buffalo Chip CrossRoads. 

The Buffalo Chip Custom 
Series kicks off Aug. 6 and goes 
through Aug. 12, 2022. All 
shows are free to spectate and 
most are free to enter. See a full 
schedule at BuffaloChip.com.

2022 Buffalo Chip Custom 
Series

Schools Out Chopper Show - Saturday, Aug. 6 - 
Buffalo Chip CrossRoads

Wango Tango Custom Goldwing Show - Saturday, Aug. 
6 - Buffalo Chip CrossRoads

FXR Show and Dyna Mixer - Sunday, Aug. 7 - 
Buffalo Chip CrossRoads

Hardcore Cycles Performance Show - Monday, Aug. 8 -
 Buffalo Chip CrossRoads

Biker Belles� Women's Bike Show - Tuesday, Aug. 9 - 
Buffalo Chip CrossRoads

Sportster Showdown and Dirt Drags - Tuesday, Aug. 9 - 
Camp Zero

Mini Bike Show - Tuesday, Aug. 9 - 
Camp Zero

Evo Entanglement - Wednesday, Aug. 10 - 
Buffalo Chip CrossRoads

Rat's Hole Custom Bike Show - Thursday, Aug. 11 - 
Buffalo Chip CrossRoads

Florida Full Throttle Magazine All Brands Bike Show & 
Bagger Blastoff - Friday, Aug. 12 - 

Buffalo Chip CrossRoads

Custom Series King Award Presentation - Friday, Aug. 
12 - Buffalo Chip Amphitheater 
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THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTINGMOTORCYCLES AS ART!
See the FREE exhibit at the Buffalo Chip Events Center Aug. 6 - 10
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By Cody Ertman
Photos by Aaron Packard

Everyone and 
their dog has 
a story of a 
person who is 
a legend. The 

person that stood up to 
the man and won…leg-
end. That guy or girl who 
worked hard and finally 
earned that state champi-
onship…legend. The kid 
who jumped over the creek 
on a rusty old Schwinn…
Legend with a capital L.  

The simple fact is, legends 
aren’t born, they’re made. 
Legendary people don’t 
just pop up willy-nilly, and 
legendary motorcycles don’t 
just manifest themselves 
out of thin air. Builders 
pour their passion and 
heart (and an enormous 
amount of their talent and 
time) into creating rideable 
art. 

For decades, the Ness 
family has been pouring 
themselves into literally 
hundreds of custom builds 
and aftermarket parts 
designs. Those decades 
of experience funneled 
into this race-inspired 
performance bagger, built 
for speed and for helping 
raise funds for worthwhile 
charities. Customized by 

Cory Ness of Arlen Ness 
Motorcycles, this 2020 
Harley-Davidson Road 
Glide will be auctioned off 
at the 15th Annual Sturgis 
Buffalo Chip Legends Ride 
Monday, Aug. 8 in Historic 
Deadwood. You could be 
the one to take home this 
legendary build.

The Ness Road Glide is 
the first bike showcasing 
the new line of Perfor-
mance Bagger products 
from Arlen Ness Motor-
cycles. Ness added extra 
horsepower to the Milwau-
kee-Eight powerplant in the 
form of a gold Ness Method 
air cleaner and a Vance 

& Hines 2-into-1 racing 
exhaust. 

The build features the 
new Pro Short fender, 
Legend Suspension, LePera 
seat, Ness Method fork legs 
and the wild gold anod-
ized Ness Y-Spoke wheels. 
Eye-catching Ness gold 
anodized floorboards, pegs, 
shift lever and derby cover, 
along with a stunning paint 
job from Riff Raff Customs 
complete the distinctive 
look of the bagger. 

Together with the Ness 
Road Glide is 2022 Buffalo 
Chip Poster Model Mari-
lyn Neubert. Each year, the 
poster model takes up the 

legendary role of the face of 
the Best Party Anywhere®. 
Marilyn has been living the 
Chip lifestyle for over ten 
years as a frequent guest 
and as a performer. 

“This campground has 
made me look forward to 
each summer and nowhere 
else feels like home,” says 
Marilyn. 

See Marilyn and the Ness 
Custom Road Glide at the 
15th annual Legends Ride 
Monday, Aug. 8 at Outlaw 
Square in historic Dead-
wood. Learn more about 
the ride, auction and 2022 
Legends Ride motorcycle at 
LegendsRide.com.

Legend with a Capital L: Ness-Built 
Custom Road Glide 

Please see Legends, Page 50 & 52
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Tech Specs
Model: 2020 Harley-Davidson Road Glide

Engine: Milwaukee-Eight

Air Cleaner: Ness Method 

Exhaust: Vance & Hines 2-into-1 Racing

Transmission: 6-speed

Fenders: Ness Pro Short 

Wheels: Ness Y-Spoke

Accessories: Ness Gold Anodized

Paint: Riff Raff Customs

2022 Buffalo Chip Poster 
Model - Marilyn Neubert 

Occupation: Aerial Dance Instructor

Age: 30

Biggest Influence: Her father Bruce, who inspired her 
to travel the world and become a performer

Favorite Hobby: Learning new circus and pole skills

Best Advice She's Received: You can fix someone's 
crown without letting them know it's crooked. 
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enjoy the

black hills

FIND OUR PRODUCTS AT: J&P CYCLES 1650 LAZELLE ST. & FOZZY’S BUFFALO CHIP GARAGE
fits like it should

since 1982
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AUGUST 2022

ENTERTAINMENTENTERTAINMENT

EVENTS
NEWS AND MORE
EVENTS
NEWS AND MORE

EDITION


